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Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 136(a) In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30} days will be considered timely 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S. C § 1 33) 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment See 37 CFR 1 704(b) 

Status 

1 )H Responsive to communication(s) filed on 24 April 2003 . 
2a)H This action is FINAL. 2b)Q This action is non-final. 

3) U Since this application is in condition for aiiowance except for formai mailers, pi execution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) H Claim(s) 1-1 6, 18-23,26-33 and 35-58 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) H Claim(s) 1-16,1 8-23, 26-33 and 35-58 is/are rejected. 

7) Q Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Ciaim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) \Z\ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) Q The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

11) D The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)Q disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

13) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)dAII b)Q Some*c)D None of: 

1 -ED Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3.0 Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

This office action is in response to Paper No. 10 dated April 24, 2003. 

The amendment to claims 1 , 2, 12-16, 18, 31-33 and 38, the cancellation of 
claims 17, 24-25 and 34 and the addition of claims 41-58 in Paper No. 10 dated April 
24, 2003 have been entered of record. 

The pending claims of record are claims 1-16, 18-23, 26-33 and 35-58. 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

Claims 1-16, 18-23, 26-33, 35-51, 56 and 57 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) 
as being clearly anticipated by Martin et al (Martin) 6,238,554B1 , note figure 1 , and 
column 3, lines 26-60 and column 4, lines 1-16; figure 2 and column 4 lines 17-37; 
figure 3, lines 13-32; figure 4, and line 64 to column 7, line 27; and figure 5 and lines 28- 
58 and claims 1-19 and column 8 lines 1-10 wherein a fuel filter for filtering fuel and 
adapted to release a fuel additive into said fuel at a controlled rate having a fuel filter 
assembly comprising a chamber including an inlet and an outlet for fuel, a filter element 
disposed within said chamber and positioned between said inlet and outlet for fuel, a 
cnurrn nf fnoi qrMitix/n HiqnoQnH in qp,jri rh^mhnr q c;pmi-prpq mhlp mpmbmnp orifirp 
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plate for retaining the orifice in place; and wherein the container with the additive 
contacts a fuel for slow release of the additive anticipating the instant claims. 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 52-55 and 58 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Martin et al (Martin) 6,238,554B1 as applied to claims 1-16, 18-23, 35-51, 56 and 
57 above, and further in view of Martin et al (Martin) 6,238,554B1 . 

Applicant further claims a container for releasing a chemical additive in a liquid 
fuel with a wall structured having two spaced apart openings and method for releasing 
the additive in a fuel wherein figures 1 and 3-5 of Martin does not explicitly show more 
than one opening. 

Martin teaches that the inner housing assembly (chamber) can be formed to 
include a variety of structures and openings to allow migration of fuel into the inner 
chamber, column 8 lines 1-6. Patentee teachings clearly contemplates more than one 
opening in the chambers that render obvious the further teachings of at least two 
openings in instant claims 52-55 and 58. 

The prior art made of record in Paper No. 8 dated April 24, 2003 has been 
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The previous rejections under 35 U.S.C. 112 second paragraph, 102 and 103 are 
withdrawn in view of applicants' amendments to the claims and cancellation of other 
claims and arguments made of record. 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-16, 18-23, 26-33 and 35-58 have 
been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Margaret B. Medley whose telephone number is 703- 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vasu Jagannathan can be reached on 703-306-2777. The fax phone 
numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703- 
872-9310 for regular communications and 703-872-9311 for After Final 
communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308- 


0661. 



M. B. Medley/mn 
July 22, 2003 


